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THE SPECTRUM OF HIV RELATED NEPHROPATHY IN
KWAZULU-NATAL: A PATHOGENETIC APPRAISAL AND
IMPACT OF HAART.

HIV-RN

Health, Research and development, Biotechnology

Early detection and treatment of HIV related nephropathy is
required in order to prevent or delay progression to end stage
renal disease. This study will determine the impact of highly
active anti-retroviral therapy (HAART) combined with
angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors (ACEI) treatment in
patients with HIV and nephropathy in KwaZulu-Natal. In order
to provide insight into the mechanism underlying podocyte
proliferation in HIV related nephropathy, we will analyze the
immunoexpression of the proliferation marker Ki-67 and
podocyte differentiation marker synaptopodin in HIV related
nephropathy, pre and post HAART treatment. Additionally,
using quantitative polymerase chain reaction assays to detect
HIV-1 DNA, this study will attempt to investigate whether
HAART leads to decrease of viral load in renal tissue and buffy
coats (Blood) in patients with HIV related nephropathy.
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