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Brief Report
NCP Name Johan Eksteen
Title of event NCP M eeting December 2007
Country Brussels
Date 13 December 2007,

SA Participant:
Segopotso Moshapo (Ass stant NCP)

Segopotso al so atte nded the Digital Librarie sand Technology Enhanced
Learning Info Daysin Luxembourg on the 17" and 18" Decem ber 2007.

Purpose

The purpose of the meeting wasto introdu ce the Call 3 of the ICT Work Programm e 2007-
2008 to the NCP.

Officers from the Commission pre sented in detail the objectives which are open for proposal s
inCall 3.

Feedbackabout developmentsin Calls1 and 2 was also provided.

Obs ervations

Two pre sentations were made about the management of Callsforthe ICT WorkProgramme
2007-2008. The following are highlightsfrom the se presentations:
1. The Redress procedure for Call 1
0 Redress procedure isdesigned to correct the Commission mignanagement of
the evaluation of a proposal. It isnot a forum for proposersto e xpre ss their
disag reement with opinions of the experts.
0 Proposerswith questionsabout their e valuation re sult should getin touch with
the contac person named in their ESR covering letter.

2. ICT Cdl 3
0 The following are newin ICT Call 3:

= Pre-proposal check service is available for all objectives. Thisserviceis
formaking a quick checkwith the Commisdon officers whether a
proposal isin line with the chosen call objedive.

= Remote reading of all objectives. Evaluators will be able to read
proposal sbefore going to Brussel s for collective evaluation. This
meansevaluators will have more time to scrutinize proposals.

= Call 3isopen since 04 December 2007 until 08 April 2008 at 17:00:00
(Brusselslocal time), see information at the following link
http://cordi s.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fu seadion=UserSite.Coope rati
onDetail sCallPage&call id=109

o0 ICT Call 3hasthree areas that were previouslyopen in ICT Call 1:

= |CT-2007.2.2 (ICT-2007.2.1). Cognitive syste ms, interaction, robotics;
ICT-2007.4.3 (ICT-2007.4.1) Digital Libraries and te chnology
enhanced learning; 1CT-2007.4.4 (ICT-2007.4.2) Intelligent Content &
Semantics.

= Forthese objectivesthe Commission advices that proposers should not
re-submit their Call 1 proposal or rewrite and re-submit.

= With regard to I CT International Cooperation (ICT -2007.9.1), Call 1 was
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tageted at Africa-Cainbbean-Padfic countries. In Call 3thisobjectiveis

tamgeted at Eastern Europe, Central Asia, We st Bal kans, Mediterranean
Partner countriesand Latin America. This exclude sAfrica.

3. Commission officerspresented baclground information and advice about the
following objective s which are open for proposalsin Call 3. (For Digital Libraies
and Technology-enhanced Learing | have included highlight ob s rvations from

the information days).

0 Objective ICT-2007.2.1 (ICT-2007.2.2): Cognitive System § Interaction,
Robotics

= With regard to IPsand STREPsthere are three areaswhich proposals
may address (i.e. robots, monitoring and control and multim odal
interface s). Proposers are advised to focus onone.

= The key research question for thisareais: how should sygsems
pertaining to these arrasbe dedgned and built so that they are more
robust, flexible, effective, natural and where necessary or desirable,
safer and more autonomousthan what is currently possible today?

= Amongst other contributions, projects are requested to contribute to the
development of aiteria for benchmarking system properties such as
robustne ss, scalability and adaptability, make them public and compare
with others.

= Particularly with regard to robotics, proposers are reminded that the
emphasi s should be on integration of complete systems when addre ss
the key research question.

=  Some “mythbusting” advice from this presentation was as follows:
industrial participation — is not a requirement. Presence of one or more
SME —isnot a must or a de facto plus point. Itis more im portant to
state a clear ole for each partner (e.g. industrial partners should
indicate how they will exploit realts.

= Importantlinks for this objective: http://www.cognitive systems.eu;
http://www. eucognition.orqg ; http://www.roboticsplatform.com;

= Contact person: Colette.Maloney@ec.europa.eu

0 Intelligent Content in FP7 3rd ICT Call
= Thisobjectiveisabout making digital resourcesthat embody cre ativity
and semantics; easier and more co st effective to produce, organi s,
search, personalize, distibute and use across the value chain.
= Owerall approach forprojectsin the objective should research fora
purpo se (problem and objective centred).
= Guidance forproposers is asfollows
e Analys Call 1 submissions (syshopses of auccessful
proposal9
e Commission Officerswill handle inquiries about alignment of
propo sal s with objective until mid-March
¢ Read the Call Guidance Notes
(http://cordis.europa.eul/ist/kat/fp7 _call 3.htm) asthe se should
ass st with identification of gapsand requirementsafter Call 1.
¢ Reading both the WP and the Call Guidance carefully before
delineating a proposal isadvi sed.
= With regard to Advanced Authoring Call 3 isfocused on supporting
creative processes and experimentation for personal or profe ssional
use.
= With regard to Collaborative Workflow focusison flexible and robu st
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solutions that are likely to be adopted by the multi media industry.
With regard to Personalised Distribution & Pre sentation emphasi s will
be on mobile environme nts and location based sewices.

When it comesto Knowledge Systems focusison dedsion support
(indudry, busness, science, health, etc.) and collaboration
(enterprises, communities).

FET —Proactive (Future and Emerging Technologies): Enbodied Intelligence

The rationale and objective s for embodied intelligence research is
about newtechnologie s and de Sgn approach es for building physically
embodied intelligent agents and artifacts, with emphasd s on the
relation ship between shape, function and the physical and sodal
environment.
Projects should focus on one or several of the following:

e Mind-Body Co-developmentand Co-Evolution

e Morphology and Behaviour

e Designfor Emergence
The research is expected to advance the state of the art inintelligent
systems and in particularin oboticsand ICT, as well as in other
disciplines(e.g. neuroscience, sociology, biology).
Important reference: http://cordi seuropa.e u/fp7/ictfet-
proactivelembodyi_en.html

FET —Proactive (Future and Emerging Technologies): ICT Forever Yours

The rationale and objectives for ICT Forever Yoursresarch is about
the observation that ‘mass diffuson of digital system sand their
pervadvenessin oureveryday livesincreases ourexpectations on the
dependability, security and longevity of these systems”. Suchthatthis
requires new built-in m echani sms for: enhancing confidence in their
usage; preserving them from the threat of ageing; and prote cting them
from malidousintents, inthe context of highly de centralized and
inacemental development and deployment practices.
Projects should focus on one or several of the following:
e Eternal Systems (self-sustaining, ewlving, minimal intervention,
future p roof)
o Knowledge, diversity and time (exploiting locally maintained
knowledge and building on exte mal knowledge)
e Secure and dependable software (secure programming,
assess-ability in context)
Research is expected to contribute to the design of sygems which are
versatile in their interaction with modules, system s, sewices in their
environment.
Important reference: http://cordi seuropa.e u/fp7/ictffet-
proactivefictfy en.html

FET —Proactive (Future and Emerging Technologies): Science of Com plex
Systems for Socially Intelligent ICT

The rationale for Science of Complex Systemsfor Sodally Intelligent
ICT isabout the observation that, “todays ICT systemsfadlitate,
enable and transform human relations forming techno-sodal
communiies. We do not understand these te chno-so cial networks and
their web of cau se/effect. How do we engineerthem to achieve socially
beneficial and intelligent outcomes?

Research objective sentail:
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e Key conceptsand toolsfor a data-intensive science of large
scale techno-social system s,
e Systematic meansto model, predictand characerise the
behaviour, dynamicsand evolution of these sydems
e Demonstration of the use of thisunderstanding in novel
paradigms and designs for socially inteligent ICT.
= Researchisexpectedtofocus on integration of the following topics:
e Theoretical and algotithmic foundations
e Data-driven simulation
e Predicion and predictability
= Important references: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/fet-
proactive/cosiict en.html; ftp:/ftp.cordi seuropa.eu./p ub/fp7/ict/docs/fet-
proa ctive/co siict-ws-oct07 -02_en.pdf

4. Digital Libraries and Te chnology Enhanced Learning (17 and 18 De cember Info
Day, Luxem bourg)

0 Proposerswere reminded that the WP definesfourdiginct outcomes:
= Digital Libraries:

e a)Medium term: Large-scale European-wide digital libraries
of aultural and scientific multiformat and multi-source digital
objectsto assid communitiesof pradice in the creative use
of content in multiingual and multidiiplinary contexts

e b)Long term: Radically new approaches to digital preservation
such asthose inspired by human capacity to deal with
inform ation and knowledge, exploring the potential of
advanced ICT to automatically act on high volumesand
dynamic and volatile digitd content, guaranteeing its
preservation, keeping track of its evolving semantics and

usage context and safeguarding its integrity, authenticity and
long tem accessihility over time.

= Technology Enhanced Learning:
e C)Medium tem: Re ponsive environmentsforte chnology-
enhanced learning
e d)Long term: Adaptive and intuitive learning systems
= The timelinesrefertotake up of proposed lutionsby market, where
Mediun term is3— 7 years and Long term is5— 10 years.
= Potential proposers are advised to conallt the presentations on at this
link http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/telearn-digicult/call 3-
infodays en.htm|
e ltisparticularly importantto adhere to the advice presented in
the dides “How to fail... And How to Improve Your Chances of
success”

Way Forward

Potential Proposers are welcome to contact Johan Eksteen and Segopotso Mo shapo with
gueries about submitting proposal sto any of the objectivesthat are openin Call 3, at

ict.ncp@esadtap.org.za.




